A i] 
DISCOVRSE 


CONCERNING 
THE DRAYNING 
OF FENNES AND 
SVRROVNDED GROVNDS 


in the ſixe Counteys of I\orfolke, 


Suffolke, Cambridge with the Iſle of 


Ely, Huntington, Northampton, 
and Lincolne. 


DE -(* 
” 2” 


C , 
| 4 ay ; of 5 


Printed at Lond, 
1629. 


4 


'ThePrinter to the Reader. 


$429 Entle Reader, This diſcourſe came onto my 
f \ | ellwi! 
92. 
| ) > 
<<") that th: Fennie-Countreys are at this time more 
then ordinarily ouerflowne, haue thought fit to publiſh the 
fame, if haply it may perſwade fuch as are mterefted, to ſet 
forward the worke of drayning which would be both hona- 
rable and profitable to the Common-wealth, as 7 conceine. 
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A 
Diſcourle concerning 
 _ rthedrayning of che 


Fennes. 


Oncerning the drayning of the Fennes in the 
ſixe Counties of 2 erfolke, Suffolke, (am- 
bridge with the Iſle of Ely, Hantington, 
N grthampton, and Lincolne, as well on this 
fide Boſton as beyond,there arife three maine 
queſtions. The firſt, whether it would be 
honorable and profitable to the King, and 
Common-wealth in generall, and to thoſe 
Countreys in particular, if it might be cife- 
Red. The ſecond, whether it be Feaſable. 

- { Thethird, how a compitent reward may be apportioned for them that 

1 Aſhouldvndertake ſo great a worke. | 
For the firſt, the firft argument hall be the counſel! and care of the 
Nate 1n euerie age fince this Kingdome began to be improued,appearing 
by the many Acts of Parliarment concerning this bufiveſle, as againſt 
| Weares, Gorces, Stankes, &c. begin the 9g. of H. 13. itterated the 25. of 
| Ed.1.augmented the a5.and 45.of Ed.3. the 21.0f Rich.2. the 1. and 
4.ot H.4.' And at length more diſtritlythe 12. of £4. 4. But in all 
theſe times by reaſon of the turbulent. condition of the State at home 
and abroad, the proſecution of this butinefle was cither altogether fore 
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flowed, or ſo ſnatchingly perſued, that little fruit came thereof; Bur 
in the peaccable time of King Hey the 8. who was the firſt great Im- 
prouer, and in whoſe time the miſchiefe was growneto a-great height, 
a ſctled courſe of Commiſſion of Sewers was eſtabliſhed” with 4 vere 
exaleſſe power, ſuch as hath neuther length nor breadth, againſt offendor;, 
( 1tisthe word of the Statute ' not onely egainft the fore-named incon- 
ueniences, but now tor the maintenance and increaſe of Walls; Ditches, 
Bankes, Gutters, Sewers, Goates,Caulcics, Bridges,Streamesand other 
defences againſt inundations: by which verie names of things in the for- 
mer Atsnort mentioned it doth appeare how the miſchicte was growne 
almoſt paſt remedy before any fuihcient preuifion was publikely made 
for redreſle. Yea, although the Lawes of Sewers were ordained like 
Atts of Parliament, not examinable by any other authoritie,as being the 
moſt abſolute that paiſeth vnder the great Scale of England, ( luch was 
my Lord Pophams indgement ) yet fo bootleſſe- ſeemed: rhe labour vnto 
the Countrics afflicted, that the wiſdome of the whole Common- wealth 
thought fit to prouide an other Att two yeeres atrer to conſtraine the 
Gentlemen of the Countrey ynder paine and forfeiture toral.e the oath 
of.a Commiſſion of Sewersas they ſhould be thcreunto deſigned. In 
this time alſo that royall Lady Afargarer, Counceſle of Xichmenad, proct- 
red an admeaſurement and duuifion of all the ſurrounded groundsontlre 
North ſide of. Spa/4img, which before that time lay promi{cuouſly. This 
was x great worke, and 'of excellent vie, not for thoſe times onely, but 
the fruit of it hath continued cuer ſince, euen vnto theſe dayes, and will 
be a greft guid in this drayning buſinefle whenſoeuer jt is vndertaken. 
Neither did that royall Lady reſt in this, but ſhe ſat her felfe amongſt the 
Commithoners of Sewers, yea, and fet her hand to the veric worke of 
drayning, and indeed, hit vpon the right way : but in her worke there 
were ſome notable errors{the wortd not being then fo skilfull) waich 
being followed by theneglet of the Countrey,intime forteited her gra- 
tious intention. After her ſtood vp Job of Gaunt; Duke of Lacaſter, 
and tooke great paines to perfet what [ne had begun : He wentinto the 
Countrey 1n perſon, and umployedall his anthoritic init ; but becauſcthe 
Countrey ſhould haue borne the charge, when he was once paſſed on to 
Torke, nothing went forward that hee had proteRed, notwithitanding 
his many Letters,and increpations. Inthe 3.of Za.6.tnc Commiſion 
of Sewers was made perpetual, which by the former Statute of H:8, 


. wasgo endure but twentie yeeres, and n the 13. of Elie. it was enafted 


of Sewers ſhould continue for ten 


; yeeres, 


that cucric particular Commiſion 
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veeres, Which before was limitted to fiue ; and that in the interim- be 
tweene the determining of one Commiſltion, and the Awarding of ano- 
ther,che luſtices of the Peace might execute the Commiſion ot Sewer 5: 
fer a who'e yeere. After that by thele prouitions and preſidents mens 
wits were 2 little {et on worke, inthe 29. of EL, ſome Gentlemen vnder- 
tooke the recouerie of the Mariſhes of Er3th, Leſnes and Plamſtead, tor 
whoſe encopragement a Statute was made, T hat they ſhould hawe the moye- 
EATTEE gaimed Lanas, and an eighth part of the ather moyetie, and hold 
it of the 2 neene as of the Mannor of Eaft-Greewwitch in Socage by Fealtie, 
paging 4 pernie an Acre yeerely, and no Tyth for ſexen yeeres. This Act of 
Parliament incouraged many men to yndertake alfo inthe Ifle of Ely,and 
the Countreys conftining,and that with approbation of the State, becauſe 
(laiththe Statute )/#ach Approwement will be a great and ineſt imable benefit ts 


her Mateſtie, ber Heires and Swcceſſors aiſburthenmg her Highneſſe of many » 
chargeable Bankes, and workes of Sewers in theſe ſurrounded grounas, and 


in the increaſe of many able Subie ts by habitations being there ereHed, and in 
libe ſort, profitable to many her Highneſſe Subie#:, both bodyes Polutke, as 
(erporate, who haxe eſtate of inheritance, and other intereſt within the ſame, 
The ſame alſo was the opinion of the State in the fourth of King [ames 
his raighe, when the Parliament pafied an At for the vndertaking of 
Francis T indall, Henry Far, and Iohn Cooper inthe Ile of £/y, which Act 
gauc them two parts of the Land (o to be inned and drayned, and 1immu- 
nitie of Ty th for {eucn yeeres after thole ſeuen-yeeres which were allot- 
ted torhem to doe their worke in. To ſpeake notFing of the improue- 
ment of Marſh- Land, Walderſey, the Londotxcrs proportion, and diners 
others, w hich though they remaine chargeable to the owners, becauſe 
the gencrall drayning 15 not «fected, yet doe they yeeld fo great ar 
improuement, a$ well witnefleth how aboundant it would ve if thoſe 

charges by a gencrall drayning were prenented. | | 
But if any man beſide this Argumenttaken fronthe conſertt of ſo ma= 
ny ages, vw.1{c and politike Princes and aflemblics of Parlizment, doe de- 
fire to be led into thoſe particulars whereby «1s probable they were 
moucd, lot him conſider, Firtt, the coſtly and troubleſome meetings of 
the Commiſſioners of Servers ; Grieuous(though neceſlaric) Taxations, 
Hartburnings, Emulations, Controverſies, and infuppertable charges, 
for cutting, clenſing and repayring of RKiuers, Drayses, Goares, Sluces, 
Bankes, and fuch like coſtly workes of Sewers, ſomuchto belamented, 
{o impoſſible to be any other wayes prenented, then by a generall dray- 
. king of the ſcucrall Leuels yhercin thote: Lands refpeinely doe lye. 
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Next, it would be remembred, that in winter, when the Ice is ſtronge 
enough to hinder the paſlage of Boatcs, and yetnot able to beare a man, 
the Inhabitants vponthe Hards,and the Bankes within the Fennes, can 
.haue no helpe of Food, no comfort for Body or Soule, no Woman 
ayd in her Trauell/no meanes to baptize a Child or to adminiſter the 
Communion, no ſupply of any neceflirie , fauing what thofe poore 
deſolate piaces can afford, Moreouer, it hath beene the policie of 
this State to demolith all places of detence, ſaningthoſe that be in the 
hand of the Soucraigne power; this onely remaineth, whether we know 
in the Barrons Warres, the Rebels, vpon the naturall ſtrength of the 
place and aboundance of prouiſton there, reſorted, as into a Faſtneſſe, 
and to which.purpale it might ſerue againe, if God and the wiſedome 
of our Governours were not watchtull at the Helme. What ſhould 1 
ſpeake of the health of mens bodyes, where there 1s no Element good. 
The Aer Nebulous, groſle and full of rotten Harres ; the Water putred 
and muddy, yea full of loathſome vermine; the Earth ſpuing, vnfalt 
and boggie ; the Fire noyſome turfe and haſſocks : fuch are the inconue- 
ntences of the Drownings. | 

But if a man would attend the manifold and great profits of Draynin 
it were not hard to muſter a royall Army of them. Contider firſt the 
quantitic of the Fen-Lenels valued at 500000 Acres. M* Camaen ac- 
counts 1t fromthe edge of S»ff9lke,toWaynflet in Lincolneſhive,68 Miles, 
and that is by the Stringe ; but if you reckon the Bow of the Fenne 
which runneth vp on both ſides Fithar till you come within a Mile of 
Lixcetne(as rotten apeeceasany of the reſt) we may well call it 80 Miles 
inlength; in breeth it is much 30,more 20,feldome ſolittle as 10 Miles: 
a goodly Garden of a Kingdome ; yea, a little. Kingdome it felfe : as 
much and as guog ground, it is ſuppoſed, as the Statcs of the Zow- 
C vuntreys entoy in the Z\ etherlands. 

For the riches of the toyle if it were gayned from the waters, much 
may be ſaid. Compareit with highground, who will not preterre a le- 
uvell Medow ? Compare it with the grounds inthe {-me tract whichlye 
but a yard higher then it; ordinarily let for 20. ſhil. an Acre and vpward: 
not about £/y and other good Townes onely, but at 'Thorny- Abbey my 
Lord of Beaferd lets betweene 3 and 400 Acres of riſing ground/ vpon 
which the Abbey ſtands, for 300.1. per annam, whereas the reſt of his 
Lordſhip of Thorny,containing 16 or 17000 Acres of drowned ground, 
iseſtecmed as it now lyeth, of little or no value : yet it appeareth by the 

Hiſtoric of Filliaw of Malmeſburie(yonched by M* Camdenr)who _ 
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about 1200 eeres ſince, thatin histime i repreſented 4 very Paradiſe, for 
that in pleaſure and delight it reſernbleth Heanen it ſelfe ; m the very Mari- 
ſoes bearing T rees that for their ſiraight talneſſe, and the ſame without knote, 
ftrine to tough the Starres. «A Playne there 14 as enen as the Sea, which wth - 
greene grafſe allureth the eye : (0 /mooth and leneh, that if any walke along the 
Fields, they (hall find nothing. to ſtumble at. T here u not the leaff parcell o 
ground that lyes waft and void there, here you foall find the earth riſing ſome- 
where for + pple-trees, there ſhall you haue a Field ſet with Vines which either 
creepe pon the ground, or mount on high vpon poles to ſupport thens, 6. 
For inthoſc dayes V ineyards were vert frequent in E£ng/and, The like 
may be ſaid of the Abbey of Crowland,of the great Lordſhip of Whirrle- 
{ca,and of all the reſt that conſiſt of part dry and part drowned Land ; 
yet thoſe dry & drowned Lands are of the ſame nature, and where there 
is any difference, the droyyned is the richer, asappearcd inthe two cx- 
traordinariedry yeeres 1619 and 1620, whentheedges of the drowned 
Fenne being dry, yeelded twice as much grafle as the riſing grounds did. 
I ſhall ſpeake of a ſtrange thing, yet was it related by a Gentleman intere- 
{tcd in the place and of good credit : Borrowugh great Fenne containeth 
about 7000 Acres, this Fen is vſually ſo much ſurrounded, that the dry 
placesand all, are not wellable to beare the Inhabitants Catrell : in thoſe 
two ycercs it was all dry and yeelded ſuch aboundance of Foather, that 
they recciuce for a great part of Summexg50. 11. a day tor the ioy{ting of 
Cattell, as they call it, out of the high Countreys. The like may be ima-- 
gined to be the condition of all the reſt of the Fens, eſpecially if the 
ground be {mooth and free from Haſlpcks. I will giue you an ſtance, 
There is a banke in Thoryy of a Mile long or more, calt vp out of two - 
Draynes of the moſt miric tens, which lying ſomewhat high,as being a - 
Horſe-way from T horny- Abbey to Peterborongh, 1s growne into veric 
fine and feeding grafle. | INES 
And here to proue the RicihuneHe of the Fen-ſoyle, let it be obſerued, 
that wherc water ſtands all the Spring in barren Land, there will beno 
grafſe at ail ; not ſo much as where for want of raine the Sunne burneth 
the ſoyle : and this isa certaine argument of Sterile or leane Earth. But 
whcre though the waters ſtand, the Earth notwithſtanding bringeth 
forth Fruit, it is an argument cf a fat and luſtie ſoyle, and fo muchthe 
fatter by how much the Fruit is courſer and larger ; for all grounds 
that will afford nouriſhment to Graffe, will nor ſuffice fap enough for 
Sedge or Reed ; bur on the contrarie, that which will beare Reed or 
Sedge in any quantitic, is able to yeeld flap enough for aboundance Ly 
5 So Gra Go © 
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Graſſe. So great a quantitie tacrefore of rich Land being gayned, woukd 
meruailouſly increaſe & ſupportthe multitude of his Maieltics {ubtecs, 
wherein conſiſteth the glorie and ſtrength of a Kingdome. Adde- hereto 
the augmentations of kis Highneffe Reuenews (tor there are in the Fen, 
if I remember a right, 16 Mannors belonging to the Crowne on the 
Sonth-{ide of Bofoy, befides the great Honour of Pallmghbrooke on the 
North,*containing about it by eltimaticn 60Q00 Acres of Fen-Land, 
which was lately let for 18.11. a yeere toS* Vincent Skimner) beſides his 
Cuſtomes, Subſidies, Proutſions, Caſualties, &c. What ſheuld I re- 
member the profits which would accrew to the Commen-wealth ? the 
abonndance of prouifion for victuall, Flcth, Fiſh and. whit-meats, the 
breed of Horfes ſefuiceable both in Peace and for Warre, the rich and 
neceffaric Merchandizes of Wooll, Hydes, Tallow, Hempe, Rape, and 
ſuch like; the tranſportation of the commodities of the Countrey from 
place to place for the vſe of the Con 299494 env ;the caſe of Travellors, 
whonow are faine to make compatic tournies toauoid the ouerflowings; 


the conuoy of his Maicſtics Armies if occafton ſhould require, are all 


publike profits,and of excellent conſequence tothe King and kingdome, 
Suchalſo would be the reſtoring of the Nauigation vntothe Townes of 

wiſbich, $ palding and W aynficr, and from thence vp into the Countreys. 

Theſe are publike benefits : and for priuate the drayning would encreaſe 

the reuevew of many Corparations, both Eccleſiaſticall andCiuill, ana 
of many his Maicſtics particular Subies, as well Lay-men as Rectors 

and Vicars of many great Pariſhes which now afford the Incumbents 

verie ſmall meanes. . There is ene other great commoditie which a 

drayning will produce worthy to be 1nſiſted vpon, and that is the f{ecu- 

'ring of Sheepe and other Catrellfrom the rot. For it is a true thing, 
that when rhe Fens yeeld melt paſturage, then they doe the moſt mii- 

chiefe to men in their Sheepe and Cattell; thence 1sthe common {aying 

of the Countrey, From the Farme tothe Fenne, from the Fenne to Ireland. 

' Thereaſon 1s, becauſe the Fen is never ſodry, but there are many watry 
phſhes, and much rotting Spire-grafle in it, *vhere-with the Shcepe axe 
vſually tainted in the Summer-time; and whereof rhey dye in the Win- 
ter,1f men be not carefull to ſell them to the Butcher before : if they be 
fo prouident, then is the Countrey and Citie too, fed with vyholeſome 
food. As for other Cattell, together with the wet Grafſe they =x ®:þ 
ſuch an aboundance of ſmall Stiklebacks,that whenthey dye of therot, 
or be killed for yſe,their Mawes will be found full of them. Contrarie- 
wile, ia the Mariſhes beyond &airfles in Lincolveſhire, and ſuch oy 
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where the grounds be ſcuered and trenched, it is haxd'to find a poore 
man, though they fit at great rents, for their Cattell arealwayes lound 
and thriving, and therefore cuer merchandable : or if they cone to a 
miſchance, yet fit for food. And thar this was the opinion of all the 
Commiſſioners of Sewers,appcareth by the Scflions at Pererborowghthe 
eighth of Sepcember, 1619, there being preſent the Lord Biſhop of 
Pererborough,che Earle of Bedford,S" Francu Fane,and 25 other Knights 
and Gentlemen Commiſſioners of Sewers, aflifted by a multitude 
of the Countrey. They agreed and concluded, That by a drayning, an ap- 
parent great profit would ariſe to the ( ountreys and Owners of Lands, &-that 
it world be without pretadice publike or priate. And thereupon did decree 
the deſigne ſhould be proceeded in, and determined to giueall lawfull 
ayd & affiſtance thereto, according to the extent of the Commiſſion of 
Sewers. Which alſo was confirmed the 23 of Seprember following at 
Ely,ard the 24 at S* /mes.And the bufineſſe was profecuted at Cambredge 
the 15 of O.and atS* [nesand Hurting.the 16 of Of.wherethere was 
20. fill. ſet ypon cuerie Acre for the accompliſhment of the worke. 
If men deſcend vnto particular obiections, then muſt ſeuerall 
anſwers be gincen them. Firſt theretore it is obiected, that they find 
kſſe burthen of Foather vpon the ground in dry yecres then in wet. 
I anſwer, it muſt be confeſſed that ground which 'beareth Reed or 
Sedge will not be ſo fruitfull if it be dry, becauſe fuch ranketraſh re- 


 quireth a great deale of moiſture, but whenthrough want of ſuch ſtore 


of moiſture it 1mproueth anto grafle (as in a yeere or two it will cer- 
tainly doe ) then a kttle moiſture will ſujhice, as we ſee in'ordinarie 
Meddows. It will be vrged that cucn in Meddows ouerflowings will 
doe good. It is true, if ſo be the water remaine not long vpon the 
ſoyle : but to be ſurrounded, or to lye. in the ſuds, as we ſay, three 
quarters or halfe a yeere more or lcfle, doth miſchiefe nor helpe the 
ground, I appeale to the Countrey if there were - not in the yeere 
1619 many thouſand loads of Foather gotten where ſcarce cuer any was 
had in the memoric of man. Witneſſe the great ſtacks which were . 
then ſeene all along the wild Fennes, as thicke (to mens ſeeming that 
road aloofe ) as ſhocks of Corne in a Corne-field, and that of reafonable 
good Grafſe. For.if the watcr be drayned, and the cold moiſture re- 
moued from the xoot of Reed-ground, that Reed will 4n one ſummer 
retarne into Sedbe, and that Sedge ſhortly into good Graffe,of which 
there hath becye aboundant expericnce throughoutthe Fens inthe dry 
yeeres I619, and 1630. dials FORDS it's 
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But the drayning ſome ſay will decay Fiſhing and Fowling, I anſiyer 
it is neither poſſible nor profitable to drayne Porſenin Crowland;or forme 
Deepes in the Eaſt-Fen — Boſton, or the: Mceares of Whittleſea, 
. Ramſey, &c. which be the chiefe places for Fiſh and Fowle. For other 
Fens there are no Fiſh or Fowle taken in them, but onely in the Riuers 
or Draynes ; and thoſe will be both more 3n number and more cnlarged 
after the drayning, andthe Fiſh and Fowle better contained inthem and 
ſomore calily gotten : For now the water ouerflowing all, the Fowile are 
ſo diſperſed, that men cannot come at them(for there isnot, nor muſt 
there be any ſhooting in the Fen)and the Fry of the Fiſh is lof} or de- 
uoured in the.Reed or Sedge, which in the dcepe Rivers and Draynes 
would be ſecured. But all this 1s not conſiderable in reſpect of the great 
benefit that will be made of Grafle in ſolarge proportions of excellent 
Land. 
It will againe be obieRed, that although thedrayning will be benefi- 
tiall ro the Lords and Ovziters, yet the poore Commoner ſhall be in 
danger to looſe his Common by the incroaching Lords, or at leſt when 
fuchCommon-Fens are recouered and ſecured,the rich men willſo ouer- 
charge them with Cattell, that thepoore man ſhali not be able to make 
any benefit,where now he gettetha poore liwing, partly by the Paftarage 
of a few Cowes, partly by his labour in Fiſhing and Fouwling, which 
labour the rich man will not take. Now ſazh the poorc Fen-man, we 
hauc cuerie yeere an Order brought from Nortchampron, which laycth a 
Law vpon the rich, that they opprefſe not the Commons; he meaneth 
the confluence of waters which drowne all. This is a great obietion 
and of conſequence, and hath twoparts.. To the tirft part concerning 
the Lords incroaching vpon the Commons, I know not what peeuiſion 
the State will thinke. fit to make : but there is already a good ce taken 
for it in that verie_ AR of Parliament which was made for Approtic- 
ments in this kind, the 43. Eliz. (ap.1 1. the words be theſe, Provided 
always, and be ut enated, T hat this Alt, nor any thing therein contained, 
Shall yot extend to the inpparring, aiminiſhing, letting, Is. away, or extin- 
guifoing of the entereſt of the (7 ommoners, or any of them, or of the Loras or 
Owners of the Soyle, in or to any part of the refidue of the Waſts or Commons 
which uu n2t,or ſhall not be ſet forth or aſſigned to the Vadertakers: Nor to any 
franchiſes or Liberties, or Waife, Stray, Leete, Law-day,nor other Liberties 
to be wſed or taken inthe part fo tothe Yndertakers aſſiqned: Bui that as well 
the (ommoners, as Lords and Owners of that Soyle (hall ayd may enioy their 
Commons in the reſidue thereof. To the ſecond part of the obiection os 
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rich men will ouer-charge the Common when it is ſecured, and fo op- 
preiſe the poore ; I confefle it is a common calamitie in all vnſtinted 
Commons, and deſerueth a great deale of wiſedome and care in the 
State to preuent it, eſpecially in ſuch rich Soyles. Two helpes there 


' are: One, that the Commoner who dwelleth ypon, or neere the Com- 


mon will make good ſhift if the richiman dwell but a Mile off, as in the 
Fen it will often be. But if the Land which is ſet out forthe recompence 
of the drayning be let,part to the poorer ſort at reaſonable rents, then 
the poore man hauing ſeuerall grounds (adioyning to the Common) 
wherein to ſuccour his Cattell atneed and whereupon to get Foather for 
them, he may ſhift with his rich Neighbour ſo much the better. Other 
helpe I know none but an apportionment z- which in the Fen will-be 
more diificult then in other vnſtinted Commons, becauſe in one Fen 
many Towne-ſhips haue intereſt of Common;. and yet there will be 
enough for all if it be well ordered. os 

It is farther ovieced, that if the drayning ſhould ſucceed there will 
be ther; as much want of water, as there hath beene formerly too much. 
I anſwer, that whenthe Riuers and Draynes are deepened (which is 2 
thing muſt be performed )they will hold a world of water morethen 
they now doe ; and it will ordinarily be held vp alfoto a ſufficient height. 
by the Works for the drayning, except when a Flood is feared, which 
if it come, thcre will be water enough and two much ; if it come not, 
yet within a few houres, if the Current of the water atthe Workes be 
inhibited,the Countrey will be full enough : befide,the partitions of the 
Land aligned for recompence of the drayning,will ina ſhort time make 
Ditches enowe to-containe more water then the Cattell in thoſe Parts | 
will vie : and by common intendment, all good Husbands will make 
Ditches for diuifions in their owne grounds,and Sluces to detaine or let 
goe the water at their pleafure. | 

Finally, ſome will lay they are many times drayned from Heauen and 
therefore need not mans helpe. True it is that God Almightic hath 
_ them by the experience of ſome dry yeeres, though rarely, the 
difference between a wilderneſle of water & agoodly greene Meddow : 
to lead them by ſence (who are hardly gouernedby reaſon)ro di{cerne 
what may be beſt for themſclues and their poſteritie: of which great 
document it they make ſiniſter vſe, vainly fancyingto thetaſchues that 
which is to mans reaſon impoſſible, they muſtbe content to be puniſhed 
according to reaſon. That 1s to ſay, wheteas ſuchdry yeeres ſhall lave 
drunke vpthe waters,if not of the Rmzers, yet of many of the Droyies, 
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which thereupon are growne vp and peſtered with weeds and rubbiſh, 
it followeth neccflarily, that vpon-/the next confluence of waters into 


that Leuell, the Sewers which contained them being ſtifled, they haus 


breda greater and more fearfnll Inandation. 

Beſide theſe there be certaine Tacite and (ilent obieions which ſome 
are either afraid, or afhamedtovtter, and yet are obſtinately gouerned 
by them. I will name bur two: The one 1s, the lofle of their Land ; 
The ether is, meere emiic; or if you will giuc 1t a gentler name, Priuate 
Emulation, The former I may more bo!dly auouch, becauſe it pleaſed 
his late MaicRtic to faſten vpon it when: he gaue gratious audience to a 


hearing of this buſineſle in the yeere 1619. viz. The Lord or Owner 


had rather be faid tro be Lord or Owner of 1000 Acres though they be 
ſcarcely werth to him 1000. ſhill. in the yeere, then part with 500to 
make the reſt worth 500 Angels by the yeere : Inlike mannertheCom- 


* moner. Reaſon for this if they could giugany,it 1s likely 1alſo wereable 


ro render ſome, but intruth I cannot, norany ſhaddoyy of reaſon, but as 
a ſullen Bird that 1s taken when it is old wall rather dye then feed, to 
ſuch Fen-men ; not conſidering that though the alotment for the reward 
of drayning ſhould be in Land, yet the expence being neceſiarily te be in 
money, much of the Land mult be ſold for ſupply thereof, which they 
that-are able and willing may purchaſe before any other, to keepe their 
iaheritances entire,being, excecdingly improucd. For Emulation,itis 
{o notorious, ſo diffugue a' vice amongſt them, as a mat) may imagine it 
to be breadthere, as Hyara was in the Fen of Zerna. I will put a caſe, 
Tohn a Style hath 2000 Acresinthe Fen worth him haply 5 0.11. a yeere, 
and no other Liue-load. 7ohna XN pkes hath 200 Acresin the {ame Fen 
worth 5 0.11.a yeerc;but beſides he hathan Inheritance of 300.11.ayeere, 
and thinkes himſclte,and ſo is, a Gentleman ot ſome reckoning, the 
Other is but a poore man and liges hardly. W hen the queltion of the 
drayning of the Fens comes, /ohy a Srile is glad, and promoteth it allhe 
may : But John a Ngkes his rich Neighbour ( what faith he ) ſhall /obn4 
Stile be a better man-then I,ywho hath beene alwayes glad to ſhroud 
himſelfe vnder ray wings, that 1-cannot, I muſt not endure : For if the 
Fen be drayned} his Land may be worth 5.00. li. a-yecre, though he part 
with one halfe for the drayning: my improuement will be liztle worth, 
no drayning therefore by my conſent., But enough in arr vnpleaſing 
I, it being againſt my dz{polition tohane but touched fo harſh 

a1TIng. "7; ; 
Hai, thus long held the Caudlete the Sunne, that is, proued what 
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no reaſonable man can denie, that the drayning of the Fens in the fixe 
Counties will be both honourable and profitable to the King and King- 
dome and many particular per{>ns,and anſwered the obieQtions which © 
ſome ignorant! or wiltull people ſtand moſt ypon, giue me leaue to pro- 
ceed to the ſecond Queition, that is, whether it be feazableor no. 

Fixſt, Let rt be for the time admitted not granted,that this great 
worke canner be accompliſhed ; I aske what ſhall the Countrey looſe ? 
For they rharvndertake it, muſt haue no benefit till the worke be done. 
If it be not done, they indeed looſe both labour and coſt, the Countrey 
looſeth nothing, but on the contrarie muſt gaine much, Forit cannot be 
indeauoured that ail the Fens ſhould be drayned, but at lett ſome muſt 
neceſſarily xeape great benefit, all ſome, by tuch indeauour. But the 
wiſedome of the Parliament thought the worke feazable, and that not 
long ſince to wit in the laR Parliament of Queene Elizabeth,the words 
are theſe. Where it 15 apparant to ſuch as hane trauasled in execution of 
the ( ommiſſion of Sewers un the Iſle of Ely and ( ounties adioyning, that the 
Waftes,(ommon;, Marilſhes,and Fenny-groundsthere {ubiett to ſurronnding, 
may bereconered by 5kilfull and able vndertakers. And the Commiſſioners 
of Sewers at Peterborough the 8. of September, 1619, were reſolued of 
the poſſivilitic of the ſame. But what are the reaſons men thinke the 
Fens cannot be drayned? Forſooth becaute many and great men have 
attempted it and fayled : as if all witcdome and inſight were confer'd on 
great men. Ir may be their mitles haue taught other men wiſedome : 
there 15 no greater aduantage then to learne by other mensloſles. Hence 
it is that we ſee many things performed cuerie day which our fore-fa- 
thers thought bootlefle toattempt : beſides, thecauſes of miſchiefesand 
ſothe remedies are often-times not perceiued till the miſchiefe be per- 
tected. But will you gine me leaue to render you allo a reafon why 
thoſe many and great men failed in their enterpriſes? I hold it for a 


certaintie, that it is vtrerly vnpoſſible rodrayne, or fruutfully rorecouer 


any notable part of the Fen vnlefle all that Leuell of Fen whereof it is a 
part, be joyntly reconered. And this hath beene aboundantly proued 
by the miſcariage of all particular workes, except Marſhland, and that 
is gayned by imbanking, partly becauſe it lyeth on the out-ſide of allthe 
reſt next the Sca and adioyneth vpon the excellent ourt-fall of Zixne ; 
partly alſo, becauſeas much colt hath beene and is beſtowed .vpon it, as 
the verie Soyle is worth, for it now coſts about 3oco.li. a yeere to 
maintaine the Bankes, and fo the medicine hath beene as ull as the 
ditcaſe, Some-thing might be {aid alſo for Holland-Ellow by South of 
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| Ad6s HATER is betrered by the Bankes, but neither r2coucred nox 
cured, and likewiſe of #a/derſey and ſuch portions: But for the dray- 
ning of all rogether, my Lord Pophams of worthy memorie may be an 
example ſomewhat to ſtay mens minds fromthinking it ſo vere; ly im- 

offible, who being a wiſe experienced Gentleman, and of better efarg 
then that he ſhould be contented wilfully to caſt it away., yet was vyerie 
deſirous to haue aduentured vpon the drayning of all Cambridgeſhire 
andthe Ifle of £/y, and ſurely had put it to the hazzard, if he had lined 
but two yeereslonger. But if I may ſpeake without diſparagementto 
his wiſcdome, that courſe which he intended ( for I haue feene his Card 
2nd the wayes he intended to worke) would rather haue bettered much 
then wonne or ſecured any. , ; 

After his time and not aboue 1.3 or 14 yceres ſince, his Maicſtie and 
the Lords were ſo afflicted with Petitioners out of thoſe parts, all im- 
ploring helpe _ that common calamitie ( whereof they are now 
againe made fcnfible ) that it was thought fit by the State to ſend 
Sr Clement Edmonds to take view of the Countrey, being affilted by the 
Lordsand other Commiſſioners of Sewers. In which his Perigrination 
( for it wasan vncouthand wild way he went, anda long time he ſpent in 
{carching into cueric nooke and corner ) he obferned with all diligence 
whatſoeuer might inuite him tothinke the drayning feazible, or difcon- 
rage him from it. At length inthe returne of his Report to the State, he 
reſolueth that it may be | Yet not probably by any conſent of the 
Countrey, or ſuch as are intereſted inthe Land, Fur rather by others. 
His reaſons I forbeare here to touch vpon. After that,the right noble 
Patriot, the Earle of Arwnde!, by direion from King [ames, and the 
aduice of the Lords of the Councell, made a tourney intothoſe parts ts 
promotethe generall drayning, as a buſinefſe of great honour to his Ma- 
ieftic, with whom ioyned the honourable and worthy Commuſſioners 
of Sewers, & by an vnanimous decreedeſigned vnto his Maieſtie 120000 
Acres ofthe Fennes to inable him toaccompliiſh ſo great a work. Which 
"Decree his Maicſtie ratified by his Royall aſſent and acceptation, and 
would certainly haue performed the worke Royally and Really,ſauing 
that he was ar that time and vnto his death, taken and kept off by his 
weightic and important affaires of State. Since whoſe deceaſe, his 
Royall Maieſtic that now is, hath greatly deſired that the ſaid worke 
might be proceeded in, and for that purpoſe, finding that he could not 
preſently relieue the great diſtreſſe the Countrey isnow in by reaſon of 


the Inundation, hath remitted vntorke ſaid Commiſſioners the _ 
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med Decree to inablethem to prouide ſome other more expedite way 
for the Countries reliefe. By all which it appeares that by the iudge- 
ment of King James,ofthe Lords of the Counſell,and the Commiſſioners 
of Sewers, the worke is fcazable and greatly deſired. For the Soyle I 
doubtnot it is well diſpoſed to a drayning, both becaulc it hatha ſurfic1- 
cnt fall te the ſea,and becauſe the Sewers (though with ſome difficulty 
and greater charge which yetthe profit will farre furmount)may be in a 
ſhort time ſuthciently eaſed, That the Fennes hane a Competent fall ts 
the ſea,it is argument cnough becauſe they at length empty ,themſelues 
into the Sea, which thedeepe Meares doenot. W hether that fall bee 
ſuhcicnt to cmptic them ſooner and witha ſtronger Current then now *- 
they hane,isthe queſtion. I leaue the particular fall of cuery leuell how 

many foote it hath to the high water marke to farther examination ; but 

it is cuident that from the heads of the ſeuerallt draynes vnto the low 

water marke there is fall luthcient. 

It isalſo cuident that Deeping Fenne lyeslower then Thorne, Bur- 
rough or (oyland Fermes (whencealſo {gith M*.C ambaenit hath his 
name) yet hath the Earle of Exeter madedFonaryanc of the water 
from Deeping Fennes vnder Spalding riuer to the fea, and that to ſome 
good «fect it the out fallat ſea were kept open : whenceit followeth, 
thatthere isa fall intonthe Sca out of the loweſt Fennes, and a deſcent 
much lower thcn the bottome of Spalding riuer ;- and yer the Flood at 
Spalding 15 not one houre in ordinary Tides, and conſequentlythe Ebbe 
thcre aboae 10. From whichobſeruation 1t may bee gathered that afall 
may bee had from Spal/aing to the low water marke of twenty foote, 
which fall being improucd by skilfull workemen will produce a ſtrange 
et. The like may be ſaid of #*:b5ch, Clowes (reſſe,Salters Load, &C. 
But how that muſt be done,and hoyy the inconeniences thereupon cenſus 
ingare tobe preuented 1s the. very Eluſromnt ſacrum the myſtery of 
drayning, which belengeth not to this place. - Forthe out fall at Zone, 
| TFoman maketh queſtion of it, onely the dixhculty will be thotightto be 

' lutheplacing of the workes, which will indeede bee chargeable butof: 
necefſary and excellent vie. I would haue ttalfo conſidered that within, 
theſefew yeeres the Tide from Spalding did Bow vp beyond Crowland: 
and neere Thornie,where as now the Tides are {eldome ſecne aboue Spal- 
ang ;aneuident argument that the Fennes grow euery yeere worſe t 
«her. For the out fals of #55bichand Spa/ding being daily more and 
more choaked with ſands from the ſra and mandd out of the draynes 
which caanotaow paſle toſca,, and the riuers ſtifled with weedesfor 
want 
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want of a current; it comesto paſſe that the whole Fenne is now vnder 
water; though this preicat drought hath brought allother riuersof the 
Kingdome to a very low ebbe. Which miſchicfe if it grow buta fey 
yeeres more (as it will certainly doetf it beenot preuented) the whole 
. Teuel! will be drowned perpetually and become of no vicar all. Beſides, 
thoſe waters growing deepe in ſolarge a leuell, and being increaſed by a 
Flood:;a ftorme of winde will haue fo much water to worke vpon, thar 
it willrayſe billowesas in aſca,the force whereof neither the bankes of 
Marth land nor of other inned grounds, nor houſes,nor bridges will bee 
ableto reſiſt. What then will become of the fiſhing and towling (their 
principall comndities) when the game 1s diſperſed fo v/ide that it will 
not be worth the labour and charge to goe about to take them? Whar 
will become alfoof the multitude of poore people, who now liue(though 
very meandy) inthoſe Fennes by taking Fiſh'and Fowle, by gathering 
Haflocke, Reede,&c.and by tranſporting by their Boates paſſengersand 
commodities too and fro? Finally the 1owneſhips and particuler men 
that live now vpon the Hards, will be confined as into fimall Tlands jnan 
openſea : and euen thoſe Tlands will be daily Ieffened by the billowes 
 whichſtormes willdriue againſt them on all fides. Adde hereto that 
| the Meares (and Whitleſea .- Meare faith M*. Cambaen 1s (ix mileslong 
and three miles broade) which haue of late yeeres much enlarged them- 
ſclues,being yet more deepned and their wanes ray{cd by ftormes and 
raging hke the ſea, will dayly wallow more and morc of the light Fen- 
ny ſoyie bordering vponthem,and ſo atlength may grow toan immenſe 
both longitude and latirude, and make it truly Crycommfu/a Pale, But 
roinfiſt a little more vpon the fall or deſcent of the Lenel! of the Fennes 
into the ſea; itappeareth that the rtuer of Pererbrowgh, (whole naturall 
' Current;as it ismoſt plentifull, fo hisexceſſe is moſt inundant) which 
ould fall out at Spladirg, orat Fisbsch,or both, if it had vent, paſleth 
.now on to Phittleſea Mearc,and fo runnes through the whole Ifle, and 
meeting the riuers of Onſe, Grant, Brandon and Stoke ,ouerflowesall,and 
fllethour leaſurely at Line aboue threeſcore miles from his aberration; 
in which tract running vpon aleuell and in ſmall and.cloyed draynes, 1t 
makesthe greateſtdeluge : befide, the windes hauing the aduantage of 
thewaters when they are out, with greater violence then any banke 
made of looſe earth can reſift, carry them whether they lift yponthe 
iace of the whole Fenne, becanfe they hane no ſuch ſtrength of Current 
as will violently lcad ther away : ſo that if the winde bee Northerly and 


ſtiffe,it beatcth them toyard Lowne, and thenthe Fenne 18 ſooner _ 
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but ifit blow out of the Eaſt oRQouth, the whole maſſe of waters is car- 
ried from Lin ward,& finding no other out-fall, continues vpon the face 
of the Fenne till thoſe winds remit, and the waters fall backe to Linne, 
wherethey find no very tree diſcharge becauſe they are holden vp by 
the Tide 12 houres in 24. and thence it comesthat if any Floed happen 
in eprill or #ter, the tennesareloſt for that whole yeere. 

More concerning the poſlibility to drayre the Fennes need not bee 
faid,this betyg no place fit todiſcBuer the manner of the Workes or the 
places of Aduantage whereon to ſet them, orthe old or new draynes 
that muſt leade vnto them. Onely thus awch I thinke fit to intimate, 
thar there is a greatdifference betweene theſe Fennes and the Leuels in 
the Low Countryes. For there the ſea 15 higher thenthe Land,and there- 
forethcir onely way 1s by Bankiag to keepe out the ſea,and then by mils 
and other denices to heaue out the water : which worke of banking 
though it be excceding chargeable and dangerous for breaches, yet they 
are conſtrayned totrult to it,becatife they baue no fall to the ſea, and be- 
fide they arc {o ſcanted for Land that the value thereof doth counter- 
uaile rhat exccfſiue charge : but with vs in the Fennes all is otherwiſe. 
For we haue a fall to the low water marke of more then twenty foote 
toempty the waters into the ſea. Beſide, we haucabundance of riuersand 
draynes to lead them vnto the ſeuerall out-fals which may and maſt bee 
dcepned ; but we haue no firme earth in placeto make bankes,nor ſound 
you to place them vpon. Beſides,the Land to be gained will not de- 
ray that charge ncither(ifall the truſt be vpon banks )canit be ſecure to 
incourage men to inhabit,build, plant and ſtockethe gronnd tobee gai- 
ned, becauſe we haue had experience that ſome few breaches in Marſh- 


- landandother banked grounds haue brought great deluges and deſtru&i- 


on of houſes, Cattle, &c. many of whichare'not yet regained, othcrs 
held good at an exceſſive charge,and vnder deſperate dangers. 

There is alſo an other danger in Banking procured by a {mall _— 
tible Vermine,they be Warr-reregohieh make their holes inthe banks 
cloſe tothe water when it 1satthe ſhalloweſt in infinite number,and fee- 
ding vpon the fric of fiſh, doe multiply Kke fiſhes. Thefe burrough 
deepeinto the bankes, which being made of light earth, whenthe waters 
doriſcand are beaten into them by the wir:de, many of thoſe holesare 
worne into one,and fp the whole banke is inno long time demoliſhed ; a 
miſchicfe which it is impoſſible to remedy,& yet ſuchas wilt render all 
Banking inſufficient to keepe out the water,much more vnſafe for men 
to truſt yntoif they ſhould be deſirousto inhabit necre, them or _ 
C their 
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their proteion. Finally, the cure by Banking is impoſſible for cur 
Fennes, vnlefle the water could be taken into thoſe banked draynes be- 
fore it fall into the lcuell of rhe Fennes,that is to ſay ,asthe riucrs deſcend 
from the high ground; otherwiſe the waters can ncucr riſe tomake v{c 
of the, height of ſuchbankes,burt will ratker returne and drowne Perer- 
borreugh,Deeping Huntington,&c.Thercfore the way muſt bee to begin 
ar the Our-fals and there to repulſe the ſalt water and ſands, and by ta- 
King aduantage of the fall tolow water marke,to conuey away the tre{]y 
and the ſand and other lilre which nov choketh the riucrs and draynes. 
Beſides theſe afumentsagain{t truſting to Bankes in a caſe where in 
great aducutnres of mens perſons, habitations and eſtates arc to be borne; 
there isanother argument againit entertaining of Strangers to performe 
this work,for this Banking 1s the conceite of Strangers whoareaccuſto- 
med only to banking at home. And this 1s anargument firſt of Honor, ſe- 
condly of ſecurity,thirdly of profit. Forthe matter of Honour: Now. if e- 
uer,we haue reaſon to in{ift ypon 1t,w hen the reputation of our Country 
is brought into competition with our neighbours, who. were wont to 
hau= their dependance vpon vs,and relicfe trom vs. Is the old Actiuity 
and abilities of the £9245 Nation(whoin former times were cltecmed 


the greateſt yndertakersin the Welſterne parts of the world) growne , 


now ſo dull and inſufhctent that we muſt pray in ayde of ourneighbours 
to 1mproue our owne Demaynes? The Duke of Verice is faidtomarry 
the ſea, as if- he had with it but alunſnm Imperium . ACC hane becne Ale 
wayecs Lords of the ſea,and our Common Law hath adiudged the ſca to 
be part of our Kingdome, ſhall wee ſuſfferrhat Regality-to become 0Þ- 
noxious to Strangers,and aot thatoncly, but the treth warcrs within our 
Continent,asif our (clues werenot able to bringthem into order?Surcly 
our great plenty and abundance of fruitful Land hath becne hirherto o1c 
cauſe why this improucmcnt hath becne negieted ; bur of late the blet- 
{ing of peace hath ſo multiplyed our pcople vn/cr our [alt ewo peaceful 
7:*Princes,that we haue tranſ{p'/anted maiiy Colonies 1::to Irelund, Virgen, 
Bermud:,S*. Chriff ophers, N ew England,&c. and beiide hath ſtirred vp 
' menat home to gaine much; rich Land from the ſeas, and in particular to 
- attempt vpon this ſurrounded Leuel,wherin that they hauc not hitherto 
| preuatled, hath not beene want of $kill,or will,nor yet of indeauour. For 
digers worthy men haue appeared inthe vndertaking, thelalt and wor- 
thieſt being our late Soueraigne Lord of bleſſed memory, who thought 
itnodiſhonour to declare himſelfe an Vndertaker herein, butbeing 


tranſlated hence hath lefr | 
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The Honor of thu Worke to Crowne the Raigne, 

Of his deere Sonne onr now dread Soweraigne, 
. For mattcr of {ccurity; {hall wee eſteeme it of ſmall moment to put 
into the hands of Strangers three or foure ſuch Ports/and Harbours as 
Linne Witheach, Spalding and Beſton will be whenthe out-fals ſhall bee 
opened ro Low water marke, and permit the Countrey within and be- 
ty.cenc them to be peopled by oucrtitvart neighbours whoſe ſtrength 
and viidertakings begin to grow formidable;or itthey quaile themſelues 
muſt gine place to our molt Auncicnt & dangerousenemies,who will be 
ready enovghto take aduantage of ſo many faire Inlets into the bo- 
ſome of our Land, lying fo neere together, thatan Army landing part in 
each of chem, may calily mcete and {trongly intrench themſelves with 
wals of water and drow ne the Countrey about them ar their pleaſure ? 
This very thing was obieRed by a worthy Patriot in a late Parliament, 
whereina biil waspreſerrcd for the admitting of Strangers to vnder- 
takerhis VYorke,and thereupon caſt out, 

Finally, nothing were con{iderable but the mattcr of profit, would it 
bethought fit togiue {o great a portion of our Landas the third part of 
thatTcucilto Strangers to empty themſclucsinto, and leane our owne 
Countreymen with fo great trauell, charge and aduenture to ſeekefor 
{catesabroad in remote parts, when we may comfort both them and oar 
{olues by placing them ar home ? Neither yet would I be vnderſtood to 
beſoenuous to Strangers, asthat I had rather the water then they 
ſhould poſleflethe Land ; but the queſtion beirfy whither ſhould be pre- 
ferred tothe Vncertaking of the worke, Strangers or menof our owne 
Countrey,l am out of doubttnat notrue £ngizy/h man will be ſcrupulous 
inthe choyce. YetI doe ingeniouſly acknowledge that the induſtrye of 
ſome of our netghbours,cſ{pecially the Dutchmen,deſerueth commenda- 
tions and imitation for enlarging themſelues into the ſea,eſpectally in,and 
about Amſterdam,and ſecurmg therfſelues from the fea by coltly andin- 
genious dcuices; but ſuch deuices are not proper for our buſines, which 
1stobe performed ina farre different manner, the error leading vsdi- 


- 7 reAly tothe remedy whichis mecrely Naturall ; for Nature hath guen 


toallriucrs and watcrs as welltheir courſes, ues and out-fals into the 
ſcaas their heads and ſprings; ane by the former hath as well prouided 
for the vic of manas by the latter. ' This guidance of Nature it wee fol- 
low, and adde Art asa hai:d-mayd vntoit, wee ſhall by remouingthe 
cauſe auoyd alſo the ctiedt ; and by confideration how the mi{chiete-hath 
growne,lcarnc to preacnt it ia the tuture ; wherein the ſparing of coſt is 

h G2 | .no 
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no frugality. But ifit be queſtioned, Whether thoſe Eng/iiſhmen that ol- 
fer to aduenture their eſtates and the reputation of their $kill , be ableto 
accompliſh the buſineſ{c?the anſwer is, That beſidethat they can demon- 
ſtrate their abilities, W hat prazjudice can it be toany man tobe anidle 
ſpeator,whileit they expend their money and exerciſe their skill, they 
requiring no recompence till the Worke be performed ? 

The third and Jait Queſtion 1s, How a Competent Reward may be 
apportioned for them that ſhould vndertake fo great a Worke ? This 
indeed hath beene the great and maine Impedimeut of the Drayning of 
the Fennes, for many yeeres ; moſt men intereſled, being vnable to dif- 
burſe Money, and alſo vawilling to part with any of their Land,of how 
little value ſocuer it hath beene vnto them, or how great focuer-the im- 
prouement of the remainder might be : or if ſome were willing, yctthe 
minds of the multitude hane not beene ynlike the W aters of the Fenne; 
which nor being contained within duc limits, but diſperſed abroad over 
the ſurface of ſo great a Leuell, are cafily interrupted in their courſe by 
the ſlender oppoiition of Flagges and Reedes : cucn ſo, theſe mens 
minds not being reſtrained by Authoritie,nor gnided by rule of Reaſon, 
doe {tray into ſcuerall Opinions, and receine Impediment from Oppoli- 
tions as {lenderas thoſe Weedes : ſome of them being not aſhamed to 
alleadpe , that by gayning of Graſſe, they ſhould looſc their Reedes and 
Sedge, not conſidering the difference of their yalues. But of late, recci- 
. uing information from the King and his Councel,and the Commiſhoners 
of Sewers taking into ther conſideration, thatthe Wiſdome of feuerall 
Parliaments haue thought fir to giue a part of ſuch Lands to thoſe that 
ſhoald improue the whole,and pondering how great the benefit of ſuch 
mpronement would be to them and their poſteritie , have (not many 
- yeeres fince ) fallen vpon an excellent courſe to encourage men of kill 

_ andabilitic rocmbarkethemſclues in that Deſigne. W hereupon,after a 
- Tax layd vpon the Lands of that whole Countrey by the Acre, to cnable 
the Commiſſioners of Sewers legally to cenuey part thereofto beare the 
charge of aduancing the whole,King Iames of blefled memorie declartig 
Him(clfe to be the Vndertaker, a Decree of Sewers was enacted at ( am- 
bridgethe 20. day of February, in the yecres of the Reigne of onr late 
Soueraigne Lord King lames,of England, Fraxce,and Ireland,the 19- and 
of Scotland,the 5 5. W hereby was deſigned to be granted to his Maicſtic 
for the ſupportation of that vaſt Charge, 120000. Acres of the Fenne 
Lands,to be conueyed vnte his Maieſtic, his Heires and Succefſors: that 


is to fay , out of cuery particular part, a proportion anſyerable to the 
quantitc 
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quantitic of the Land and the benefit that ſhould redound ynto the Ow» 
ners thercof, ſorthat inthe whole it ſhould accomplifh rhe faid number 
of 120000, Acres,as the Commiſhoners of Sewers,after a particular ſur- 
uey,ſhould thinke fit toallot the fame. Which Lands notwit ing, 
the King was not to haue any intereſt in,or poſſeſſion of, vntill eythert 
whole Fennes,or ſome notable part, were effeRually Drayned, and ſoad- 
judged by the Commiſſioners,or a competent number of them. The rea 
{on why this Decre2tooke no effect, was the many and important affaires 
of State, wherewith his Maieſtie was exerciſed the whole time of his 
life, after the ſaid Decree was enacted. W hereupon all the good inten- 
tions and preparation,both on the part of his Matcſtie, and the Commiſ- 
ſioners fell to the ground. _ 
Since which time, thoſe Countries hauing beene gricuouſly afflited 
with the continuance and encreaſe of Inundations, they are now by the 
hand of God not led onely, but conitrained to ſeeke ſome effetuall 
meanes for {pcedie relickfe. W hereupon ſome of them (as men readie 
to perith by the Waters, are wont) haue reached out their hands, to 
take hold ypon ſuch weake and Jetectiue helpes,as the examples of their 
predeceſſors haue left vnto them,that 1s to ſay,vpon particular Workes 
of Goates, Draynes, Bankes, &c. not duly weighing, how they haue 
formerly fayled thoſe that haue layd hold vpon them : Witneſle the 
coſtly Draynes of CIlcrton Biſhop of Ely called The N ew Leamez 
Clowes Croſſe, Popham Mea , The Londoxers Loade and many others ; 
and the many miles of Bankes about Deeping, Thorne Walter Sea, The 
Londoners Land, and infinite others : all which are now of little or no 
vic, though the charge of them hath beene ſo great, as if it had beene 
beſtowed at onc: vponthe generall Worke, would haue gone, farre to- 
ward the acccompiiſhment of a Reall Drayning, which long before this 
time had made a rich Improuement. Others there are, who finding 
the Diſcaſe of rhe Fento be ltke the ſtopping of the Vrine neere the fall 
of the Kidneyes ; from whence bcing returned, it firſt filleth vpall the 
veines of the hody which before were neere fuil with bloud, and then 
drownes the Patient in his owne Water : of which Diſcaſe there1sno 
poible Care, but to remoue the Impediment neere the Kieneyes, fo to 
regayne the naturall Out-fall. In 1:ke manner,the Waters that annoy the 
Fennes, doe firſt fill the Riuers and Praynes ; at whoſe ifſues be- 
ing returned backe by Impediment, they ouerflow and ſtifle the 
whole Body of the Fenne : of which Diſecale,there' is no pofhble Cure, 
but the opening and ſecuring of the Naturall Out-falls ; at which, the 
whole Body of the Fenne wall equally ” {pcedily vnburthen _— 
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end {o returne to that priſtine Condition, fo much extolled in the Mo- 
numents of Antiquitic. This then being the onely way for Cure of chat 
grand Dilcaſe , vader which many thouſand Acres of Ground , and 
(which more 15) many thouſand Reople doe langitſh, thoſe onely fall 
approue their ludgements in this Cure, who themiclues incline and la- 
bour to incline others to further by Art that Naturall Remedie. 
Yet how Naturall ſoeuer this Remedy bc,it cannor-be imagined that 
ſo vaſt and enorie a quantity of Land as theſe Leucls do c: Ntalne can be 
>erayned without a huge expence ; and the preuention of the {aine mil. 
chiefe for time to come by apt Works will greatly incrcale itnot double 
the charge,betide the neceſſary prouſion to maintaine, nay to better the 
Nauigation by deepning the riuers,& c. Adde heretothe aduenture of to 
great \ummes aSArc neccfiary to be chdeanded in theſe VV orkes *W here. 
of although ſuchas ſhall vndertake the butinefle, well know ing their 
oDWwne wayes and meanesare (as behoueth them ſecure, yer thor adi. 
ſtants(for without aduentureres no private mans abilitic isable to cttc>t 


it) relying vpon their credit and $ill, hane reaton to requireno Litige- | 


ous, but a Legall and pregnant aſſurance ofa valuavle recompence which 
being conformed te the decree for the 120005 Acres before recited 
will be indifferent both for the Aduenturers and the O:vners, as it lec- 
meth was concluded by the Commildioners before they enacted that 
Decree. | 

Here it may be obieted, that many Noblcmen and Gentlemen tn- 
tereſted inthole Leucls, will choote rathcr to disburſe ſome ſummes of 
money for their parts to keepe thiar Inheruances entiregrhen past with 
any of their Lands. -The ant wer whefeunto 15, thata bouokc may bee 
made according to the Cuſtoine of Aduentures, wherein cuery man 
that liſteth may writc ſuch a proportion for his aducnture as will mitle 
him to ſo many Acresas vpon the turucy ſhall be-tc: out of his Land to 
make vp the number of 120900 Accs. Out of whichalſo it muſt bee 
conſidered, that a good propo! tion mult be fcr apart for the perpetuall 
{ecuring of the wWorkes To be eftc tea, Aas$S the Commiſtioners of SC\VELS 
mM the forcnamed Decree haue judiriouſly proutded. 

Thus mych being collecied out of 'oofe papers which had lic long 
by the wals, and rycd together with lome Additions out of new ovſcr- 
uations,is preſented by a tricnd to chis incomparable deſigne;which if it 
be effeRted, will be cgiſtred to all {ucceeding ages,and haply this may 
conduce ſomewhat thereto, with which if the Author be honoured hee 
is ellap».cd, but it h-e be rem<mbredro haue caſt in lus Mite into the 
Treaſury he will exuit. H. C. 
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